ristmas i o sbout the Savior's infancy: it s about His
deiy. The humble birch of Jesus Christ was never
intended to be a fagade to conceal the reality that God was being

born inta the world.

No one can really fathom what it means for God to be bor in 2
manger. How does one explin the Almighty stooping to become
a tiny infancs It was the greatest condescension the world has
ever known or ever will know, Our minds cannot begin to

understand what was in God's becoming 3 man. We will never

assume a human nature, and enter into a world He knew would
reject Him and kill Him,

Nor can anyone explain how God could become a baby. Yet He
did. Without forsaking His divine nature or diminishing His

deityin any sense, He was born into our world a  tny infant




People often ask me if 1 think He cried. or if He needed the
normal care and feeding one would give to any ather baby, OF

course He did. He was fully human with all the needs and

emotions that are common to every human,

Yet He was also fully God-—all

bath be true? | don't know, But the Bible clearly teaches that it is

and all powerful. How can

w0l e, ly suspended the full applic:
of His divine auributes. He didit give up being God. but He
willingly set asde the independent use of the privileges and
powers that were Hi as God (Philippians 25-8). He chose to
subjugate His will o His Father's ill (John 530: 638). Theough
ined flly God

all that He rer

For nearly two thousand years, debate has been raging about who

Jesus really is. Cults and skeptics have offercd various

explanations. They lsay He is one of many gods,a created being.
a prophet. and 50 on. The common thread of all such theories is

od.

tha they make Jesus less tha



o

statement that Jesus is God: “In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 1He was in the
beginning with God All things came o being through Him, and
apart from i nothing came into bing that has come into being.”
Who is “the Word" spoken of in these verses? Verse 14 removes
any doubt: Aud the Word became flesh, and dwels among us. and we
saw His glory.glory 45 of the only begorien from the Fher full of

grace and trath.”

The biblical evidence is overwhelming that this child in the

manger was the i

ion of God. For one. thing, He was
omiscient. John 2:24-25 says, “But Jesus on His part, was not
entrusting timself 10 them, for e knew all men, and becsuse e did
ot need anyone f tsefy concerning man, for He Himself knew what

was i man.” Nathanael was shocked to discover that Jesus knew

and it
him chat Jesus was the Messiah (John 1:48-50). John 4 describes
Jesus' meeting with a Samaritan woman at Jacob's well. He knew

everything about her. 100 (v, 1719, 29).




Jesus also did the works of God. saying, “Believe Me that 1 am i
the Father ond the Farher is in Me; orherwisc believe becouse of the

warks themselyes” (John 14:11). Jesus’ works are convincing proof

that He is God. He began His miraculows ministry with a simple

act— He created wine at a wedding in C: only

(ohn 21

God can create. Morcover, He healed people who were
hopelessly . He gave sight ta the blind (Matthew 9:27-30). He
opened cars that had never heard (Mark 731-37). He created
cnough fish and bread 1o fecd thousands (Mark 64852

81-9). He raised the dead by simply cor

manding o

fordh from the grave (John 11:38-44).



Through Christ, the invisible God has been made visible. God's
ol likemess i revealed in Jesus. And Jesus is notjust an outine
of God: He is fully God. Colosians 29 makes it even more
explicit “For in i all the fullnes of Deity dwells in budily form.~
Nothing i lacking, No attribute is absent. He is God in the fullest

possible sense. the perfect image.

Paul says Jesus is “she firstborn of all ercation” (Colossians 1:15)
Those who reject the deity of Christ have made much of that
phrase, assuming it means Jesus was  created being. But the
word translated “firstborn” is proforokus, which describes Jesus
rank. not His origin. The firstborn. the profotokos, in a Hebrew

family was the heir, the ranking one. the one who had all the

eights of inheritance. And in a royal family the prororokos had the
right to rule
Christ is the One who inherits all creation and has the right to



of “firscborn i given in plain language: “the highes o the kings of
he carth.” That's what protoiokos means with regard to

He s “King of bings and Lord of ords” (1 Timothy G:15; Revelation
19:16). God has appointed His Son “heir of ol things” (Hebrews
1), He is the primary On

the Son who has the right to the
inheritance, the ranking Person. the Lord ofal. heir of the whole
of creation.

HE WAS IN THE BEGINNING WITH GOD. ALL

Jobn

3

Gheist s not only the heir of creation; He was aso in the beginning

the world s made and for whon it was fshioned.
Think of what that means, The expanse of ereation is staggesing: -

A hollow ball the sze of our sun would hold about ore.
million planets the size of the carth




